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Amendments to the Specification: 

Page 2, under "Summary of the Invention", delete paragraphs 1-3: 
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Page 2, under "Summary of the Invention", replace deleted paragraphs 1-3 with 
the following: 

According to the present invention, an ostomy pouch for receiving human body 
waste from a stoma includes an outer pouch and an inner pouch. The outer pouch is 
attachable to the body and it includes a curved periphery. The pouch has a sliding 
zipper fastener that is configured to permit the re-closeable opening of the outer pouch 
along part of the curved periphery for replacement of the inner pouch. The outer pouch 
has an aperture for accommodating a stoma. The inner pouch has an aperture at least 
partly aligned with the outer pouch aperture when the pouches are in an operative 
position. The inner pouch is securable and removeable from the outer pouch by a 
coupling that is separable. This separable coupling permits replacement of the inner 
pouch by a replacement inner pouch. The re-closeable opening on the curved 
periphery of the outer pouch is adequate in length to permit folding of an outer pouch 
wall so as to facilitate access to the separable coupling. 

According to some preferred embodiments: 



Page 4, beginning at line 15, make the following changes: 

Other neR-liro&nQ fe^mres-af^dvantages of the invention may-include 
providing a pouch design that may meet one or more of the following, generally 
conflicting requirements: ease of use, ease of disposal of a waste-containing inner 
pouch; security and assurance against pouch leakage; and/or ease of manufacture. 
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DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

\ n ^ mbodiments of the invention are now described , by way 
with reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Page 8, beginning at line 27, make the following changes: 

A second fastener 36 may be provided for fastening closed the openable portion 
34. The second fastener 36 preferably provides a liquid-tight and/or gas-tight seal. The 
second fastener vv 34 , may extend around, or border, a periphery of the openable 
portion 34 and/or the corresponding confronting edge of the access window 35 in the 
front wall 20. The second fastener 34 may, for example, be a zip fastener, a sliding zip 
fastener, a hook-loop fastener (e.g., Velcro ™), a hook-hook (e.g., male-male 
interlocking) fastener, or a repositionable adhesive fastener (similar to that described for 
the first fastener 30, 32), or a magnet fastener. 

Page 15, beginning at line 4, make the following changes: 

Referring to Figs. 5-7, a first zipper track 50 may be attached to one of the front 
and rear walls 20, 22 of the outer pouch 14 in Fig 4 (alternatively, the attachment may 
be to 20, 34 in the embodiments of Figs. 1 - 3 as the flap opening is on the face instead 
of the seam), and a second zipper track 52 may be attached to the other of the front and 
rear walls 20, 22 of the outer pouch 14 in Fig. 4. The first and second zipper tracks 50, 
52 may be male and female tracks, respectively. The zipper tracks ,,50 52_ \ :0 may 
be generally curved to match the curved peripheral shape of the outer pouch 14 (for 
example, as seen in Figs. 8-10). A zipper slider 54 may be captive on the tracks 50 and 
52 for fastening and unfastening the zip tracks 50, 52. The slider 54 may be generally 
channel shaped, and include a bridge 56 and two depending side walls 58 defining a 
channel region 60. The side walls 58 of the slider 54 may carry guides 62 that engage 
behind the tracks 50, 52 to hold the slider 54 captive on the tracks. The channel region 
60 may be narrower at one end 54a (e.g. the right as seen in Fig. 5) of the slider 54 
than the other end 54b. Moving the slider 54, for example, leftwards fastens the zip by 
pressing the male and female tracks 50, 52 into mutual engagement with each other. A 
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pressing projection 64 located near the end 54a of the slider 54 may aid application of 
pressure to urge the tracks 50, 52 together. Moving the slider 54, for example, 
rightwards unfastens the zip by separating the male and female tracks 50, 52. 
Separation may be aided by a separation projection (blade) 66 depending from the 
bridge 56 and/or by a difference in the height of the guides 62 at the end 54b of the 
slider to promote lifting of one track relative to the other. 

Page 16, beginning at line 2, make the following changes: 

As best seen in Fig. 5, the slider 54 may have a curved characteristic that 
matches and/or accommodates the curved shape of the zipper tracks 50, 52. The 
curved characteristic may define a curvature that is not significantly smaller (e.g., radius 
of curvature is not significantly greater) than the maximum curvature (e.g., minimum 
radius of curvature) of the periphery of the outer pouch 1 4 over which the zip extends. 
For example, the curved characteristic may be an interior surface 56a of the bridge 56, 
which has a curvature that is not significantly smaller than the maximum curvature of 
upper periphery of the pouch. (The bridge surface 56a may be shaped to have a radius 
of curvature that is not significantly greater than the minimum radius of curvature of the 
upper periphery of the pouch). The [[bride]] b idoj 56 may act as a guide for guiding 
movement of the slider 54 relative to the tracks 50, 52. Additionally or alternatively, the 
curved characteristic may be defined by surfaces 62a of the guides 62 that confront the 
zipper tracks 50, 52. The guide surfaces 62a may be inclined or curved along an arc 68 
having a curvature that is not significantly smaller than the maximum curvature of the 
upper periphery of the pouch. (The arc 68 may have a radius of curvature that is not 
significantly greater than the minimum radius of curvature of the upper periphery of the 
pouch). 
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